
agreed to fund the project, 
and we started digging the 
foundations for our two 
new classrooms. 
 
Unfortunately, we discov-
ered that what we thought 
was solid ground, was actu-
ally ‘filler’.  

Consequently, we had to dig 
much deeper and create  
concrete columns in order 
to suspend the foundations 
on a metal structure. The 
foundations eventual ly 
ended up being almost ten  
feet thick!    

We also had to build a      
retaining wall between the 
classrooms we built in 2011. 

Nelson Mandela once  said, 
“Education is the most pow-
erful weapon which you can 
use to change the world”.  
 
At Project Gateway we 
take those words very seri-
ously, and Gateway Chris-
tian School is currently one 
of our biggest projects. 
 
Some time ago we realized 
that our school roll was 
fast out numbering the 
available classroom space 
that we had.   
 
Despite our best efforts to 
make the school functional, 
the lack of sufficient class-
room space and the incom-
plete ablution block left us 
in a dire situation, and we 
were under pressure to 
expand because the need 
was so high.  
 
In faith we located a suit-
able site for the new class-
rooms, and had a cere-
mony to ‘turn the soil’  - 
this is a traditional  cere-
mony that celebrates the 
first day of construction for 
a building or other project.  

Pastor Mbu Hina, Chair of 
the Executive Board lends a 
hand with digging, Oct 2013, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and the whole school prayed 
for the success of the      
project. 

We set about securing fund-
ing for two new classrooms, 
not knowing that  it was to 
become a  major project! 
 
When we started the build-
ing project, we thought we 
had secured enough funding 
to cover the cost.  
 
‘Classrooms for Africa’, who 
provide assistance to      
communities in Africa by 
providing education for     
disadvantaged children, 

New classrooms 

Gateway Christian School 

With the whole school assembled, 
the first dig is made! 



We had to construct two steel reinforced beams 
that would hold up the slab that would create the 
upper classrooms.  We could not tie it with wire but 
had to weld it together as it was very heavy.  
 

Once the blocks, lintels and steels were in place we 
needed to get the Engineer to pass the build before 
we could pour the concrete.  Initially, the Engineer 
was not happy with the thickness, so we had to     
increase the height of the brick work, and add more 
steel.  

The Engineer finally passed the work, and we were 
now ready for the concrete. 
 

The concrete was placed using a static concrete 
pump to push the concrete on to the first floor. 

Props held the concrete in place for 21 days until it 
had cured. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we had to dig such deep foundations, we decided it 
made economic sense to construct a two storey building 
which would then give us four new classrooms. However, 
this inevitably incurred additional costs. 

 

We began building once the foundations had finally been    
approved.  The retaining wall can be seen at the back of 
the picture above.    

We had many obstacles besides a shortfall in funding.  
Heavy rain washed away the soil (above) so that we 
couldn’t get to the doors! 

 



The props were then removed and the ceiling was 
plastered. 

At Christmas 2015 we sent out an appeal for addi-
tional funding to help us complete the extra work  
Many of you responded to the appeal and we were 
able to continue the build.  Slowly, slowly it all began 
to come together... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Until....... 

 
In February 2107, classes were able to move in and 
are now enjoying their new space. 



We were also very pleased to have with us from      
Canada our visitors Pat and Ray. We also had a few 
members of the media present at the opening. 

Thank you for being part of this long but exciting and 
successful journey, and for taking an interest in the 
work of Project Gateway.   
 
Our young people will benefit greatly from a first 
class education in first class accommodation.     
 
Now, what’s our next project………   
 

On Thursday the 16th March 2017, we held  the official 
opening ceremony for our new classroom block .   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are thankful to God for the completion of this    
project headed by our site manager Matthew              
Padayachee and his team.  
 
We are also extremely grateful to Classrooms for     
Africa and the UK Trust for sponsorship toward this 
building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the delegates present were:  
 
Pastor Mbulelo Hina: outgoing Chairman of the Board,  
Pastor Chris Thenjwayo: Executive chairperson,  
Pastor Jabu Mnculwane: CEO of Project Gateway,  
Mr M. Khanyile: Head of Finance, 
Mr M.D. Isiah: Principal of Gateway Christian School, 
Mrs. Joeleen Donnelly: Member of Executive Board 
and also Bookkeeper, along with other members of 
the Board and other Project Leaders, our Senior 
Managament Team:  Mrs R. Naidoo, Mr P. Lalla,  and 
Mrs Z. Mngadi.  


